












The United Nations de-
clared the 7th of  April to 
the ‘International Day of  
�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�¶�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �*�H�Q�R-
cide in Rwanda in 1994.

The conflict in Rwanda star-
ted on the 6th of  April 1994 
and lasted until mid of  July. 
During these approximately 
one hundred days, mem-
bers of  the Hutu majority 
killed about 75 per cent of  
the Tutsi minority in the 
country.  About 800,000 to 
1,000,000 people lost their 
lives during this violent con-
flict. Most of  the perpetra-
tors belonged to the army or 
national police of  Rwanda, 
but Hutu civilians also parti-
cipated in the slaughter.

Even though UN troops had 
been positioned in Rwanda, 
the United Nations failed to 
take immediate measures to 
prevent this genocide. Inte-
restingly, Rwanda was also 
a non-permanent member 
of  the Security Council in 
1994/1995 and able to de-
cide on resolutions con-
cerning the genocide. Until 
today humanitarian inter-
ventions of  the United Na-
tions remain a controversial 
and highly discussed issue.
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The Deeper Meaning Of  Potted Plans For Our Generation

April 07, 2010 The Westphalian Diplomat

By Claudia Liedl

By Friederike Landau 

Imagine you are a tree 
– deeply rooted in the 
grounds, strong and old, 
solemnly placed in a park 
full of  screaming child-
ren, sleeping old men 
and kissing couples. Life 
is buzzing all around you, 
sounds tempting, right? But 
as a dignified tree you are 
trapped in the soil, rather 
immobile. A tree’s only 
chance to explore the world 
is to see his layers and bran-
ches stretching towards the 
sun. It’s his offspring that 
discovers the world, not he 
himself. 
Well, if  you please, now 
imagine you were a flower 
in a vase- a slim beauty, very 
fragile and exposed in a cool 
jug. You are bought in a 
bunch, picked out with care 
and given as a present. But 
bear in mind that you cannot 
last longer than a couple of  
days, then you will inevitab-
ly be tossed in the compost 
and you will have to start 
the chain of  existence from 

the very beginning. Having 
considered these two forms 
of  being, I plead for a third 
one: a potted plant. Sounds 
weird, but isn’t all that stu-
pid?  A potted plant is fle-
xible and mobile, but always 
has its roots with it. The 
flowerpot gives you some 
physical constraint, but the 
plant itself  is always able to 
be settled down somewhere 
else. You have a place in the 
sun, a spectator post. What 
I am trying to say is that for 
our generation, “home” is 
no longer necessarily at-
tached to a place. In times 
of  a globalized world, li-
ving and working abroad 
have facilitated a lot. Youth 
has been given the unique 
chance to travel all over the 
globe. MUIMUN delegates 
this year come from all con-
tinents and from over 30 
nations. Grasping “home” 
more as a feeling and an 
attitude could lead to a ge-
neration that is at home in 
a variety of  places, sur-
rounded by a multitude of  
different people.  Feeling at 

home is having a platform 
where creativity and new 
ideas have space to deve-
lop, feeling at home is being 
authentic and without fear 
of  failure. I hope that all 
delegates – whether their 
home is Münster, Germa-
ny or anywhere else in this 
world- have time to develop 
a feeling of  being welcomed 
and inspired at MUIMUN, a 
little like home. 

The Rwandan
Genocide 

 
“Discrimination is a criminal, 

and not a cultural act!”
Delegate of  the USA, 

WHO

“We came and we got hooked 
and we are addicted to MUI-
MUN – we’re MUIMUN 

addicts!”
Sher Afghan Malik,

WHO Vice-Director

“Last year I came home and 
I said it was the best week of  

my life.”
Pierpaolo Rondanini,
WTO Vice-Director

“I truly feel like a diplomat 
for a week. The atmosphere 
and other delegates…it feels 

like its real”
Lea Spörcke, Delegate of  

Uruguay, UNHRC
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8:30		S  huttle: Gästehaus – City
9:00 – 12/12:30	S ession III
12:00 – 13:30	L unch 
13:30/14 –16:30	Session IV
17:00		S  huttle to the Gästehaus
19:30		S  huttle to the Pool Hall
20:00		P  ool Night
00:00		S  huttle to the Gästehaus

Today´s Schedule

Tongue Twister

I wish to wish the wish you wish to wish, 
but if  you wish the wish the witch wishes, 

I won’t wish the wish you wish to wish. 

German Lesson

Sorry, I don’t speak German.
Entschuldigung, ich spreche kein Deutsch.
When do the committees sessions start to-
morrow?
Wann fangen die Sitzungen morgen an?

Typically German?

There are some conventions at German 
universities, which at first might sound 
strange to foreign students. The flashiest 
one is probably the clapping after each 
lecture. This is used to thank the lecturer 
for his entertaining presentation, even if  it 
was actually not that exciting at all. In most 
other countries students would only be 
clapping, if  the lecture was extraordinary, 

maybe therefore hardly any lecturer is used 
to receiving applause.

Onomatopoeia: Comics

Good sources for different onomatopoeia 
(Greek, a word that imitates the source of  
the sound that it describes) in different lan-
guages are comics. You will recognize that 
even knocking on a door differs in each lan-
guage. In German one would say “Klopf  
Klopf ”, in English “Knock Knock”, in 
French “Tok Tok” and in Polish “Puk, 
Puk!”.  Very funny is the Russian version 
“Тук-тук” or the Albanian “trokas trokas” 
and it’s a tough task to read the Hebrew 
 To cut something also has .”הקיפד הקיפד“
varying sounds in different languages. In 
German one would say “Ritsch Ratsch” or 
“Schnipp Schnapp”, in English “Rip Rap”, 
“Riiiip” or “Snip Snap”. In Arab one says 
 ”in Chinese “剪斷單元 ,“ةئجافملا صق“
and in Hindi “कटाव तस् ”.

Tonight: Pool Night
You will have the opportunity to hang 
around with your new friends and play 
some Pool Billard, darts or tabletop soc-
cer and, of  course, have a lot of  fun. This 
get-together is a great opportunity for all 
delegates to get to know each other and to 
make new friends from all over the world. 
Of  course it is also possible to establish co-
alitions for committee sessions next day.


